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______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

The Club's Executive Committee met Monday, July 
19.  Following the treasurer's report, those present 
talked at length about why persons join garden clubs 
in the light of the fact that the one of the club's goals 
should be to fulfill a member's reasons for joining. 

 

The discussion was very relevant in that both the 
club's mission statement and programming  should 
reflect the needs and expectations of it's members. 

 ---------------------------------------------- 
As you may know, the club sells plants at each 
farmer's market. Thus far this year our "Planter's 
Patch" booth has sold over 200 dollars worth of 
plants from our nursery's inventory of over 1,200 
specimens of daylilies, hostas, native wildflowers 
 and grasses, and more. (PLANTERS PATCH 
PICTURE ON PAGE 2) 

---------------------------------------------------------  
Club member's Lucy Newton, Melany Bellucci, Ed 
Myers, Myra Bottoms and Chris  Schuerman  
attended the Indiana Daylily - Iris Society daylily  
show on Saturday, July 10,    after which they visited 
the garden of a daylily hybridize in Hamilton County, 

---------------------------------- 
Volunteer Needed:  someone to deadhead the 
daylilies planted in the oval bed in front of the 
Irvington Branch of the Indianapolis Marion - County 
Branch of the Indianapolis Public Library, East 
Washington Street.     

---------------------------- 
Jon Brown, one of Patty's Brown's son and 
the club's Webmaster, continues to 
update and improve the club's site: 
www.irvingtngardenclub.com. 
------------------------------ 
Those club members attending our Sunday, 
July 11, farmer's market all believed they 
witnessed one of the largest crowds to ever 
be in attendance.  Out thanks to Market 
Master's Marcia Dotty and Melany Bellucci 
and their small core of volunteers who  
make it all happen.   
  
Don't forget to attend next month's market on 
Sunday, August 8, from noon - 3 PM.  This 
marks our 11th year of hosting markets and if 
you've not attended one in the past please try 
to do so in August.  As always, volunteers are 
need to man our soda concession, assist with 
directing vendors to their booth spaces, and 
staff the club's booth.  If you are able to help 
please contact Nina Evans at 501-5806. 
_________________________ 
  
Sites to behold!  We have received 
complements from a number of community 
members with regard to our plantings in the 
urns at two of our beautification sites; Bona 
Thompson Memorial Center and our Audubon 
- Washington Gateway.  If you have not seen 
them, take a moment to do so.  
________________________________ 
  
Two of the club's endeavor's, our June 
27 garden tour and the Benton House, were 
highlighted in the June issue of Indianapolis 
Woman.  The tour was cited as an coming 
attraction complete with information on the 
date of the tour and where to obtain tickets. 
__________________________

http://us.mc825.mail.yahoo.com/mc/compose?to=EMyers3670@aol.com
http://www.irvingtngardenclub.com./


The club will provide a meat dish, drinks, and 
silverware for our July 26 picnic at the Webster 
Avenue Pocket Park. 32 South Webster 
Avenue.  Remember the event starts at 7 PM  
and will conclude by 8:30 PM.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  
 

WANTED: the club needs used 6, 8, 10, 
12 and 14 inch clay flower pots.  To 
donate call 503-6139. 
___________________________________ 

FARMERS MARKET RAFFLE WINNER 

 

 
 

 

 

June   Teresa Daugherity 

July   Jerri Moore  

. ___________________________________ 
 
Gardening Rule: When weeding, the best way to 

make sure you are removing a weed and not a 

valuable plant is to pull on it. If it comes out of the 

ground easily, it is a valuable plant. 

 

Irvington Garden Club Farmers Mkt. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

One of the two urns at Bona Thompson Ctr.

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



The Land Trust is looking for part-time help. 

 

Join the Central Indiana Land Trust's Growing 

Team! 

 

The Central Indiana Land Trust is seeking a part-

time temporary Program Coordinator.  This position 

will support the staff of the Land Trust in day-to-

day operations.  Primary responsibilities will 

include general communication with the public, 

coordination of volunteers, assistance with event 

logistics, assistance with the conservation program, 

and other administrative tasks.  A full-time 

permanent position may be available beginning in 

early 2011. 

 

For a full job description, please visit 

www.conservingindiana.org.  Interested applicants 

should submit a cover letter and resume to Maria 

Steiner at msteiner@conservingindiana.org by 

August 6, 2010.  

 

Places To Go in Your Spare Time 

(I know you are saying what spare time, but these 

are worth putting a few thing off.) 

 

July 24-25 Iris and Daffodil Sale at Holliday Park 

Aug. 8   Hosta Sale, Keystone & Carmel 

Aug. 21-22 Daylily and Daffodil Sale at Holliday 

Park 

Sept. 11 Penrod Day Art Fair at IMA 

Oct. 21 Central District Fall  Meeting 

Nov. 6 INPAWS Conference at U of I 

Tour of Virginia Fairbanks Art & Nature Park at 

IMA (may want to wait until it is a bit cooler) 

These are just a few to keep you busy. 

BUS TRIPS-Garden Club of Indiana 

Aug. 21 - Springfield, Ill. 
Oct. 2–9 - New England Fall 
Foliage Tour 
Nov. 27 - Chicago Shopping Trip 
For more information call: 
Ginny Jones 317-894-8417 

You are never fully dressed until 
you wear a smile. Unknown 

 

Bloomz is up and doing business 

in its great new location! You are invited to stop by 

and see the progress being made in the creation of  

While paint dries and furniture is put in place lots of 

planning is being done as well. Miranda has been 

inspired by her love of flowers to include them as 

much as possible in the tea room. The Iris plans to 

use flowering teas that are hand-sewn individual tea  

 

Store Hours will be: 

Tuesday through Friday - Noon to 6:00 pm 

Saturday - 10:00 am - 6:00 pm 

Closed Sunday and Monday 

 

Dates to Remember: 

July 6th - Bloomz opens in new location at 130 

South Audubon 

August 14th - Second Saturday at Bloomz and 

sneak preview of The Irvington Iris Tea Room 

September 11th - Second Saturday with special 

guest speaker 

October 9th -Grand Opening Soiree at The Iris  

Reservations Only: 

2:00 - 3:30 pm 

4:00 - 5:30 pm 

6:00 - 7:30 pm 

 

Q&A: Blossom-End Rot 
July 19, 2010 

Question: I think my tomatoes have blossom-end 

rot. There is a dark spot on the bottom of the 

tomato. What should I do? What other plants get 

blossom-end rot? 

Answer: Blossom-end rot is a disease that strikes 

tomatoes, peppers and watermelons. It is not 

caused by a pest but instead by growing conditions.  

http://cl.exct.net/?qs=823e6c070d237154028c5a77bfa2143d93ca86a512cfdc6162d959e3dc02e021
http://www.hortmag.com/article/tomatocaretips/


You don't need to worry about it spreading from 

plant to plant, though of course plants of the same 

type may develop it on their own. Blossom-end rot 

effects the fruit of the plant, whereas diseases like 

tomato late blight effect the foliage. 

Blossom-end rot symptoms 
You can recognize blossom-end rot by a small wet 

area at or near the bottom of the fruit. This becomes 

darker and larger as the fruit develops, and it takes 

on a leathery look. On peppers, the spot will look 

tan. In tomatoes and watermelons, it becomes black. 

Photo: blossom-end rot on grape tomatoes. 

Blossom-end rot causes 
A lack of calcium causes blossom-end rot. It could 

be that there's little calcium available in the soil, or, 

frequently, fluctuations in water hinders the uptake 

of calcium. 

Blossom end-rot treatment and prevention 
To prevent blossom-end rot, have your soil tested 

and if it shows to be lacking calcium, follow the 

recommendations for amendments. Generally this 

will involve applications of lime and/or gypsum a 

few months before planting time. 
4 
According to Charles Averre and PB Shoemaker, 

plant pathologists with North Carolina State 

University, you can aid already-planted tomatoes by 

"spraying foliage and stems with anhydrous calcium 

chloride (4 pounds per 100 gallons of water per 

acre) four times on a weekly schedule beginning 

when the second batch of fruit forms, or when 

symptoms first appear." They note this treatment is 

only for tomatoes, and to follow package directions 

carefully. If fruit already shows symptoms, it can't 

be saved, but you may be able to prevent the disease 

from striking new fruits as they form. 
4 
Careful watering goes a long way to prevent 

blossom-end rot. Too much or too little water, or 

periods of drought then deluge, increases the 

chances your plants will develop the disease. In hot, 

dry weather, water your plants. Mulch the soil to 

conserve moisture. Try not to disturb the roots of 

the plants, including those small roots near the soil's 

surface, when weeding. Damaging these small roots 

inhibits a plant's ability to draw up water and 

nutrients. 

Horticulture newsletter 

 

Scented geraniums (Pelargonium graveolens) are 

tender perennials, hardy to about 30°
F
. I grow 

them in pots, so they can be easily brought in for the 

winter. Of course, if you live in zone 8 or warmer, 

you can enjoy them in your garden year round. With 

pruning, they can be kept in a six or eight inch pot, 

but they will grow with abandon in a pot of twelve 

inches or more in size. Most varieties are upright, 

but some have a more trailing or compact habit. 

They appreciate good drainage, so they do well in 

containers or in raised beds. They'll grow best in 

full sun, but any spot with a few hours of late 

morning or afternoon sun will work. 

These plants originate in Africa, and I had a chance 

to see a remarkable collection of species types at the 

Hortus Botanicus in Amsterdam. If you're used to 

bedding geraniums, you won't believe the size of 

these plants. They can grow to three feet or more in 

height, and the leaves of some are as large as my 

outstretched hand. Some of the larger varieties can 

be trained to a single-stem topiary form, for a 

striking effect. Over the years, they've been selected 

for fragrance, leaf form, plant habit, and bloom 

color, producing a remarkable selection of 

cultivars.  

The variety of fragrance and foliage among scented 

geranium cultivars is astounding. From strong 

scents of lemon, rose, or mint to softer scents of 

spice and sweet fruit, there's a scent to suit every 

nose! For pure, sweet old rose fragrance, my 

favorite is ‘Attar of Roses', but some prefer the 

pungent musk of ‘Skeleton Rose', with its intricate 

leaves.  Several varieties have pungent lemon 

scents, with slight variations. ‘Citronella' and 

'Rober's Lemon Rose' smell just as you'd expect, 

while ‘Lady Grey' has a bright citrus smell like 

Lemon Pledge™. ‘Chocolate Mint' and ‘Peppermint 

Rose' both have a clean minty fragrance, but their 

foliage couldn't be more different in shape or 

texture. 
 

"A positive attitude may 

not solve all your 

problems, but it will 

annoy enough people to 

make it worthwhile." 
Herm Albright 

http://www.hortmag.com/article/identifyinglateblight/
http://davesgarden.com/guides/pf/go/2513/

